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« §. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

{X] private {_] building(s) Contributing  Noncontributing

{ ] public-local [X] district 14 0 buildings

L] public-State [_]site

L1 public-Federal ] structure sites

[_] object
2 structures
objects
16 0 Total
Name of related multipie property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
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8. Function or Use _
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
—.COMMERCE/TRADEAvarehouse _ COMMERCE/T ialty store
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility COMMERCE/TRADE/warehouse
TRANSPORTATION/rail related TRANSPORTATION/rail relat:

ACANT/Not in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival foundation __STONE

MODERN MOVEMENT walls BRICK

OTHER CONCRETE
roof ASPHALT
other

Narrative Description
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[_] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
Individual distinction.

L] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

{_1 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[L] B removed from its original location.

] C abirthplace or grave.

L] D acemetery.

L1 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
L1F a commemorative property.

1 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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10. Geographical Data
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7. Description
Materials (continued): foundation: BRICK; CONCRETE

Narrative Description:

The Crescent Warehouse Historic District occupies a roughly rectangular shaped piece of ground
containing 14 factory and warehouse buildings and two railroad related structures. The District is
located east of downtown Davenport and four blocks north of the Mississippi River.! District
boundaries roughly include Pershing Avenue on the west, East 4th Street on the south, an irregular
line at the intersection of Pershing and East 4™ that includes the entire railroad bridge span that
extends over the intersection, a diagonal line connecting East 4™ Street northeast to LeClaire Street

on the southeast, LeClaire Street (extended to the north) on the east, and Federal Street (extended
to the west) on the north. The District contains one full city block and parts of three other blocks. It
is located north and east of the crescent curve created by the elevated railroad bed of the former
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad (Rock Island RR). A nearly one-mile long linear section of
the elevated bed was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. The
elevated bed connects to the Government Bridge (part of the Arsenal Island National Historic
Landmark in Rock Island, IL opposite Davenport) located two blocks south of the District. The
double-decked Government Bridge carries rail and auto traffic onto Arsenal Island.

The Rock Island RR'’s elevated bed contains double-track rail laid on a raised berm connected by a
series of plate girders and Warren through-trusses that cross streets and intersections. The only
section of the elevated railroad bed included in the District, however, is the bridge span (Photo #1,
contributing) that is positioned diagonally across East 4™ Street and Pershing Avenue and the stone
abutments supporting it at each end. The all-steel bridge carries a double track across a single
Warren through-truss, one of two such bndge trusses to cross intersections along the elevated rail
bed’s route through downtown Davenport.? The span rests on stone abutments that are
constructed of limestone and faced with sandstone. The abutments are located at the northwest
and southeast corners of the intersection. The elevated bed and bridges that were originally built by
the Rock Island Railroad have been owned by the Heartland Rail Corporation since 1983 and are
currently operated by the lowa Interstate Railroad Ltd. In 2003, the lowa Interstate Railroad
provides linehaul service between Chicago and Omaha.

A second crescent-shaped elevated railroad bed was originally constructed along the southeast
edge of the District as well. In the 1970s the bridge span extending over 4™ Street midway between
lowa and LeClaire streets was removed. Track and railroad ties on the surviving section of crescent-

"The Mississippi River runs east to west through the Quad Cities with Davenport occupying the north (west) bank
of the nver opposite Government Island, originally named “Rock Island” and frequently referred to as “Arsenal Island.”

*The other Warren through-truss span diagonally crosses the intersection of East 3™ Street and lowa Avenue
approximately one block to the southeast.
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shaped berm north of 4™ Street were also removed. Approximately 200 feet of this second elevated
crescent-shaped bed (contributing) survive and are located just west of the diagonal boundary at the
southeast corner of the District. Used together, the two crescents originally provided more flexibility
for freight deliveries and making up trains in the Rock Island Yard (nonextant) located east of the
District. The original stone abutment along the north side of East 4™ Street is in deteriorated
condition with the facing stone no longer present.

The area north of the Crescent Warehouse Historic District contains a mixed-scale residential
neighborhood with single-family houses, duplexes, apartment buildings, and a few commercial
buildings. East of the District are abandoned rail sidings as well as storage yards for a commercial
concrete company. The blocks west of the District contain small-scale commercial and warehouse
buildings as well as open storage lots. South across East 4™ Street are a series of low-rise late 20™
century office buildings, parking lots, abandoned filling stations, and several structures associated
with the concrete production ogeration headquartered east of the District. The major streets in the
District (East 4™ Street, East 5™ Street, Pershing Avenue, lowa Street and LeClaire Street have a
width of 80 feet Federal Street has a width of 45 to 50 feet and the single alley extending east and
west between 4" and 5™ streets is 20 feet wide.

Primary fagades on all buildings in the District are set along the front property lines with rear
fagades generally set alonq the alleys. Organic development of the District from the late 19"

century through the mid-20" century has resulted in irregular building parcels. Several small
commercial buildings have a width of less than 30 feet along Pershin ng Avenue while the largest
bunldlngs include quarter and half-block sized footprints along East 4™ and lowa streets. Most of the
streets in the District are paved in asphalt or concrete but extant brick sections survive in the 300
block of 5™ Street and the alleys.

The terrain of the Crescent Warehouse Historic District is level along the south edge and gently to
steeply sloping away from the Mississippi River in the middle and along the northern edge of the
District. Building construction on these slopes is accommodated by foundation grade changes. In
several instances, the building design takes advantage of the slopes. The terrain change is most
pronounced at the northeast corner of the District along lowa Avenue between East 5™ Street and
Federal Street. Here a massive limestone retaining wall has been constructed along the west and
north sides of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Freight Station. Other constructed
terrain change in the District includes the elevated railroad bed of the east crescent that carried
track from the Govemment Bridge into the former railroad yards east of the District. The steel truss
that was over East 4™ Street and the track on the east crescent were removed in the mid-1970s.
The truss of the west crescent over Pershing Avenue at 4™ Street remains extant.

Prior to redevelopment of the Crescent Warehouse Historic District after the turn of the 20" century
and construction of the elevated railroad bed through Davenport, the area consisted of mixed
residential and industrial buildings near the Rock Island Railroad grounds. Over time, smaller
parcels were combined, buildings razed, and storage yards converted to buildings sites. Multi-story
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Multi-story wholesale and transfer warehouses

Multi-story warehouse buildings were constructed in the District from before the turn of the 20"
century through the 1930s to house the operations of wholesale jobbers and storage and transfer
companies. Buildings occupied by jobbers were principally along the 300 block of East 5" Street.
They include the first Sieg Iron Company Building at 312 East 5" Street (Photo #2, contributing)
and the second Sieg Iron Company Building next door to the east at 500 lowa Street (Photo #3,
contributing). The first building was constructed in ca. 1905 to house the wholesale hardware
merchandise of the Sieg Iron Company and the second building was built 11 years later to
accommodate the company’s expanding product lines. At the time the first building was erected, it
was the only structure on the north side of East 5" Street between Pershing Avenue and lowa
Street. The parcel later occupied by the second building was used for storage of lumber and wagon
parts in open sheds.

The first Sieg Iron Company Building is three stories tall with a total height of 45 feet. The building
is sited along the west side of the north/south alley with a rail siding imbedded in the sidewalk that
extends along the front of the building connecting the warehouse directly to the rail yards east of
lowa Street. The building has an ashlar stone foundation, a wide stone watertable along the front
fagade, and reddish brown brick walls with matching red mortar. Projecting brick piers frame the
outer edges of the building and a corbeled brick cornice lines the parapet. The four segmental
arched window openings that are widely spaced across the upper two levels were bricked in at an
unknown date but the brick detailing survives. On the first floor, the arrangement of window
openings suggests a higher ceiling height with the building’s entrance and office located at the east
end. Several of the windows have been bricked or filled with glass block. The entrance opening
has a semicircular brick arch with a brick keystone and recessed header brick extending down the
sides. An overhead door was installed in the mid-1950s for truck loading, replacing a smaller freight
delivery door. Openings along the alley side (east fagade) hav‘eh segmental brick arches with fixed

-light windows. Both the alley and one block stretch of East 5 Street in front of the building are
paved with brick.

The second Sieg fron Company Building was designed by Davenport architect Arthur Ebeling in
1915 and erected the following year across the alley to the east from the first building. The newer
building is constructed of mottled brown pressed brick, is two stories in height, and occupies nearly
a quarter block. The building’s front is oriented towards lowa Street with the main doublewide
entrance symmetrically located along the east fagade. A massive carved limestone surround with a
rectangular keystone and wide, decorative leaf molding sets off the entrance. The building has 14
bays along the south fagade with five containing loading docks that originally opened onto a railroad
siding extending along the full length of the building. Window openings throughout the building
have stone sills, no arches, and 1/1 double-hung sash. Windows on the upper level are covered
with wood sheeting. The major alteration to the building is the removal of approximately one foot of
parapet along the south and east sides including the stepped parapet sections at the southeast
corner and west end of the building.

Another warehouse fronting on East 5™ Street was occupied initially by several jobbers and
equipment distributors, each company maintaining multiple floors but sharing access to a
centralized freight distribution system. Designed by Arthur Ebeling and constructed in 1911, the
warehouse building at 511 Pershing Avenue originally known by its principal occupant as the
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Sickles, Preston and Nutting Company Building (Photo #4, contributing). It was taken over by a
single owner-occupant by the 1930s and since World War Il has been known as the Crescent
Electric Co. Building. This six-story warehouse occupies a large, sloping lot at the northeast
corner of 5™ Street and Pershing Avenue. The design of the building takes advantage of the
inclining north-south slope of the lot, giving the ground/basement floor extended height for loading
and unloading merchandise. Railroad siding extend along the south side of the building for easy
freight delivery. The building is constructed of dark red brick with dressed limestone used for
windowsills. A plain metal coping tops the parapet. The main entrance is located at the north end
of the building’s west fagade. A simple limestone surround and multi-light sidelights flank the door.
Windows are grouped in closely spaced pairs with six pairs on the west fagade and four on she
south fagade. A mix of original 1/1 double-hung wood sash and new metal 1/1 windows (2" floor
only) fill the upper level openings. All of the building’s ground level and basement windows have
been infilled with brick or glass block.

The fourth warehouse located along East 5 Street is the Smith Brothers and Burdick Co.
Building at 427 Pershing Avenue (Photo #5, contributing). This four-story, L-shaped building is
constructed of brick and dressed stone with a wood post and beam structural system. The main
building is sited at the southeast comer of the intersection of 5™ Street and Pershing Avenue with a
concrete loading dock extending along the entire north side paralleling the railroad siding embedded
in the brick street. A perpendicular wing extends south from the building to the alley with loading
docks for wagons and trucks originally located along the west fagade. A parking area reserved for
drays and trucks fills the remainder of the quarter block warehouse site.

The Smith Brothers and Burdick Co. Building was constructed in ca. 1905 and its well-executed
commercial block form suggests that it is an architect designed structure. A process of elimination
of other local architects indicates that the Davenport firm of Temple, Burrows and McLane likely
designed the building. The exterior has two primary fagades facing west and north. The walls on
these fagades are constructed of mottled reddish brown brick with dressed limestone used for the
foundation course, a beltcourse between the first and second floors, the cornice molding and trim
pieces, the entrance surrounds, and windowsills. The brickwork includes corbeling beneath the
beltcourse, raised piers widely spaced along the north fagade, and quoin-like corbeling at the outer
cormers of the west (front) fagade. The company offices are located at the west end of the building
just off the main entrance. Window groups for these offices include three large 1/1 double-hung
sash with transoms above. Five of these groups extend across the west side and wrap around the
northwest corner. Tall openings on the upper levels of the front are currently boarded over.
Fenestration in the balance of the building includes densely spaced, segmental (1* through 3"
floors) and flat (4™ floor) arched openings along the north and south fagades. Each opening
contains an 8/8 double-hung window set beneath the brick arch. Entrances have been reworked on
both the front and north fagades with metal muntins and plate glass replacing wood elements.
Configurations are similar to the original openings.

In addition to wholesale companies, the District contains one large warehouse complex erected for
a transfer and storage business. The Ewert and Richter Express and Storage Company
Building was built in two sections at 320 and 324 East 4™ Street (Photos #6 and #7, counted as
two buildings, both contributing). The older west half of the building complex at 320 East 4" Street
was completed in 1915 and the newer east half was constructed in 1933 following a fire that
destroyed the company’s former warehouse on this site. The west half of the building has a
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scattered locations. The west building half was designed by Davenport architects, Clausen and
Kruse.

The newer east half of the Ewert and Richter Building at 324 East 4™ Street is three stories tall and
five bays wide. lts reddish-brown brick and cast stone ornamentation match the materials used in
the 1915 building. Records suggest that the same architectural firm designed this building as well.
The first floor of the 1933 half originally included truck doors in the outer bays, a display window in
the center bay, and passage doors in the narrow bays in between the wider bays. These openings
have been retained as built with the original wood passage doors and prism glass transoms still
intact. New overhead doors have been installed in the outer bays. A geometric patterned band
separates the first and second floors with large 1/1 double-hung windows on the second floor and
smaller openings filled with vertical double lights on the third floor. The east building half has no
concrete patternwork along the parapet. The footprint of the east half extends to the alley.

Multi-story factory buildings

Factory buildings are scattered throughout the District and range in size from two-story, narrow front
commercial blocks to substantial five-story buildings engineered for sophisticated manufacturing
operations. The two largest factory buildings are located along lowa Street at the eastern edge of
the District. The Halligan Coffee Company Building at 402 East 4™ Street (Photo #8, contributing)
was erected in 19?7. The main building block has a rectangular footprint with the narrow five-bay
front facing East 4™ Street and the longer nine-bay side extending along lowa Street. A short wing
extends to the east at the rear giving the north fagade a nine-bay width. The L-shaped configuration
of the building is further modified by a curved wall located on the east side of the wing. This curve
aligns the wing with the former elevated railroad bed of the Rock Island RR tracks along the east
crescent (nonextant) that connected the building with the rail yards and the Government Bridge.

The Halligan Coffee Company Building is an example of a Classical Revival Style commercial block.
A process of elimination and a study of other local architects practicing during the period suggests
that the Davenport firm of Temple, Burrows and Mcl.ane likely designed it. It is constructed of
reddish-colored pressed brick and matching red mortar on the primary fagades and common brick
on the rear and east sides. A dressed limestone foundation extends along the building front with a
stone watertable also serving as a continuous sill for the first floor windows. The flat window arches
for these windows are formed by a wide stone molding that serves as a beltcourse between the first
and second floors. The main entrance for the building is centered on the front fagade beneath a
low-pitched stone pediment molding that is tied to the beltcourse. The brick surrounding the
entrance is laid in wide horizontal bands separated by recessed courses. A plain stone molding
sets off the opening’s double doors, sidelights, and transoms (all original). Carved stone decorative
panels are mounted above the entrance and beneath the pediment. A secondary entrance and a
loading dock entrance with less elaborate designs are located along the north end of the west
facade. Original doors and transoms remain in place here.

The upper floors or shaft of the building’s primary fagades contain a combination of segmental and
flat arched openings. Tall multi-light double-hung sash set beneath segmental brick arches are
present on the second and third floors and shorter multi-light sash on the fourth floor. A narrow
stone beltcourse forms the sills for the fifth floor windows — shorter multi-light sash set beneath flat
brick arches. A substantial bracketed metal cornice that wraps the front and west fagades crowns
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destroyed an earlier building occupied by the company on the same site. The sole surviving
element of the earlier building is the five-story brick boiler stack, which was incorporated into the

present factory structure. The Davenport architectural firm of Clausen and Kruse designed the
factory. As-built plans for the building dated July 1915 survive along with a comprehensive set of
photographs that depict the building’s construction process. The desire to provide a modern, well-
lighted and fireproof workspace resulted in a number of the design features employed. The modest
size and location of the site adjacent to the rail yard created other building restraints.

The Crescent Macaroni and Cracker Company Building has a footprint for the main factory that
measures 177 by 70 feet with a one-story boiler house attached at the southeast cormner outside of
the main factory for fire safety. An artesian well with a depth of 1,020 feet is located in the boiler
house where it was used to supply the 50 gallons of water per minute used by the factory when it
was in full operation. The main factory building has five stories with a basement. The building
extends to a height of 73 feet. An elevator tower at the northeast corner of the building extends
another two stories. Other aspects of the factory’s “fireproof construction” included structural
reinforced concrete columns, floors and roof decking; metal clad wood doors throughout the
building; steel window sash; metal and concrete staircases; and a dual purpose water tank
(nonextant) located on top of the elevator tower.

As was noted above, the building was constructed with a reinforced concrete structural system, the
rectangular framing of which is clearly visible from the exterior. The building has nine bays on the
east and west facades with three wider bays on the north and south ends. Multi-light steel windows
and mottled reddish-brown/black colored brick were used to fill the rectangular openings formed by
the concrete decking and vertical piers. The brick was consistently laid with header rows separating
every four rows of stretchers. Each of the window openings contained three units, 18 lights in the
outer units and 12 in the center unit. The upper or lower halves of each of the center units operated
as a pivot window in order to provide natural ventilation to the building. This system was further
enhanced by the presence of a series of hatch doors located along the monitor roof section located
above the center of the 5™ floor where the original ovens were located. Between 1942 and 1947,
the steel sash were removed and replaced with glass block in all of the openings except for the west
and north entrance transoms. In 2000, several of these glass-blocked openings on the first floor
were further modified with the addition of 1/1 double-hung windows.

Exterior decorative elements on the factory were confined to the painted signs on the building walls
and the entrance treatments. Signage originally included the company’s name on the raised
parapet section centered on the west wall in line with the monitor roof profile, the elevator tower,
and a large depiction of the company logo on the wood water tank located above the elevator
tower’s roof. The main entrance had a more permanent decorative treatment. This entrance is
centered on the west fagade. Its surround consists of tall paneled pilasters supporting a signboard-
pediment, a 24-light steel window in the transom, a wood and plate glass door, and plate glass
sidelights. The pilasters and pediment are made of glazed terra cotta panels custom designed for
the building. The company’s crescent and star logo appears near the top of each of the pilasters.
The words “Crescent Macaroni & Cracker Co.” appear in the pediment and the phrase “Office
Entrance” is cast in the panel that separates the transom from the door. The worker entrance
centered on the north wall has double doors set beneath an original 12-light steel window transom.
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originally built with a multi-part transom set over a recessed entrance flanked by display windows.
This configuration has been modified with the infill of the transom lights and the installation of an
overhead truck bay in the west display window area. The upper half of the building retains its four
original openings, each topped with a flat stone arch. Fixed plate glass windows, however, have
replaced the original double-hung windows. A row of corbeled brick extends beneath the projecting
metal cornice along the building’s upper edge.

The Kerker Paper Box Company Building at 315 East 5™ Street (Photo #11, contributing) is the
second paper box factory in the District. Constructed in ca. 1901 this three-story brick building has
the appearance of a small-scale factory rather than a commercial block. The walls are constructed
of dark reddish-brown brick with the front fagade dominated by large windows. Tall 12 and 16-light
steel windows line the upper levels of the north-facing front fagade providing abundant natural light
for manufacturing operations. Operable sash in selected windows provide access to the metal fire
escape installed up the building front. The first floor has been modified with the introduction of
brick, glass block, and fixed light infill. A simple metal cornice extends along the building’s upper
edge with concrete coping along the parapet. Double-hung windows of various sizes and
configurations are scattered along the upper levels of the east fagade confirming the fact that when
built, this side of the structure overlooked a group of freestanding dwellings.

Small-scale mixed-use buildings

Two small-scale, mixed-use buildings face Pershing Avenue along the western edge of the District.
The Matthews Building at 411 Pershing Avenue (Photo #12, contributing) is a two-story brick
duplex with upper and lower residential units. It was constructed in 1923 for a cost of $7,500
replacing an earlier one-story frame dwelling. The current building has the look of a simple brick
front vernacular commercial building although it was originally used as a duplex. It is sited directly
on the front property line with it's front fagade composed of a concrete foundation and reddish
brown pressed brick walls containing scattered corbeled brick designs. The building has a flat roof
with a low straight parapet. Openings in the front fagade include an entrance set slightly off-center,
two large windows now filled with reduced size horizontal sash on the first floor, and two widely
spaced 1/1 double-hung windows on the second floor. Randomly spaced 2/2 double-hung windows
are found along the north and south fagades.

The National Biscuit Company Building at 415 Pershing Avenue (Photo #13, contributing)
consists of front and rear sections. The older rear portion was originally connected physically to a
nonextant residence that faced East 4™ Street. Sanborn maps show this portion of the building in
place by 1886 with subsequent uses alternating between a carriage house, factory, warehouse, and
assembly shop. This section of the building has a brick foundation and walls, a moderately pitched
hipped roof with several gable dormers, and widely spaced brackets set along the eaves (sections
of the eaves have been removed). Window and door openings in the rear section have a mix of
semi-circular and flat brick arches with tall windows on the second floor and boarded openings on
the first floor.

The front section of the building was constructed between 1905 and 1910 according to city
directories and Sanborn maps to house sales office and warehouse space for the National Biscuit
Company. [Note: the main plant (nonextant ) for the biscuit company was located across the street
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at 418-422 Pershing Avenue.] The newer half of the building is an example of a vernacular brick
front commercial building form with reddish-brown brick walls and a flat roof with a low straight
parapet. The front fagade is three bays wide with 2/2 double-hung windows set beneath segmental
brick arches on the upper level and a pair of square window openings and side entrance on the
lower level. The lower level window openings have been modified with reduced size sash and infill
panels. Evenly spaced 2/2 segmental arched windows line both levels along the north and south
fagades.

Railroad related resources

There are three railroad related resources located in the Crescent Warehouse Historic District. The
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Freight Station at 505 lowa Street (Photos #14 and #15,
National Register DOE, contributing) was built in ca. 1910 at the west end of the Rock Island
Railroad Yard. This multi-block area extended from lowa Street east four blocks to East River Drive
and at the turn of the 20" century included repair shop buildings, a roundhouse, a freight house,
and multiple sidings (nonextant). The new freight station was built when the shops were being
discontinued and redeveloped. A tall rubble limestone retaining wall (extant) that may predate the
new freight station is located along the south side of Federal Street and the east side of lowa Street
to accommodate the change in elevation. The freight station consists of a two-story head house at
the west end and a long, one-story freight shed at the east end. A brick platform (extant) was
installed at grade along the south side of the building and multiple railroad sidings (nonextant) were
located along the north side.

The building is constructed of reinforced concrete and dark red brick with cast concrete used for
ornamentation and steel windows installed throughout. The head house originally held railroad
freight offices on the second floor and a heated storage area on the first floor. Six overhead freight
doors are located along the south side of the head house for loading onto non-rail conveyances. A
similar set of freight bays with sliding metal doors extends along the north wall for loading and
unloading rail cars. The one-story freight shed contains 27 bays with access handled in a similar
fashion to the head house. The freight agent’s office was located along the south fagade where the
one and two-story building sections join. The internal brick wall connecting the two sections is
constructed of cream colored brick. Transoms over each of the loading bays hold a double row of
nine lights. All doors on the south side are overhead metal doors while loading bays on the north
side have sliding metal doors. Original hardware and doors are retained for nearly all of the
openings.

The design for the freight station is typical of other Rock Island RR passenger and freight stations
built in urban settings during the period. The form allowed the buildings to be easily expanded in
size by the addition of linear bays in either the head house or shed sections. Both sections of the
building are constructed with a low, shed style roof with the low end along the south side. The
design of the head house incorporates brick piers at the outside corners that extend above the
building’s main parapet and project slightly from the wall surface. Rectangular cast-concrete
moldings serve as coping, lining the upper edges of the piers and the lower parapets. Corbeled
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bricks form a cornice along the west end facing lowa Street. This end wall forms the building’s
public front with a wide cast-concrete signboard installed beneath the corbeling carrying the words
“Rock Island Line.” A band of multi-light steel windows separated by brick pilasters with cast-
concrete bases and capitals appears beneath the signboard on the second floor. The window units
range in size from 12 to 20 lights. The first floor has a wide segmental brick and cast-concrete arch
on the north end surrounding the single entrance door, multi-light sidelights, and boarded over
transom. A single and doublewide window opening are located in the center and south ends of the
wall. Entrance to the building from lowa Street is via a short walkway that connects over the stone
retaining wall between sections of low iron fencing. Steps originally led down from the walkway to
the sidings along the north side of the head house. Both the north and south sides of the head
house have the same arrangement for window openings on the second level with pairs of 20-light
steel sash set between brick and cast-concrete pilasters. On the first floor, loading bays on the
north and south sides have no transoms. The only change in the south fagade from its original
design is the removal of a steel canopy that was mounted above the freight delivery doors. No
canopy has been document along the north side.

The freight shed wing incorporates the same materials as the head house, but its functional form
allows for no ornamentation. A concrete foundation extends the full length of the shed with painted
red brick walls topped by cast-concrete for the coping. Like the head house, the original design had
a steel canopy above the loading bays along the full length of the shed. Unlike the head house,
transoms filled with steel multi-light windows (double rows of nine lights) are present above each of
the north and south side loading bays. One non-original passage door is now present near the east
end of the freight shed wing. The interior of the freight shed retains its original finishes with
unpainted brick walls, a concrete floor, square concrete pillars, and triangular concrete brackets
supporting the concrete roof deck and structural beams.

The other railroad related resources in the District were built as part of the elevated railroad bed
constructed by the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad through Davenport at the turn of the
20" century. These resources were described previously in Section 7, pages 1 and 2. They lnclude
a single bridge span of the elevated route extending diagonally across the intersection of East 4™
Street and Pershing Avenue and an approxnmately 200 foot length of the crescent-shaped elevated
railroad bed that survives north of East 4™ Street at the eastern edge of the District. Both railroad
resources contribute to the historic significance of the District.

Broad-front commercial building

The last building constructed in the District was the Vincent J. Neu Building at 330 E 4" Street
(Photo #16) in 1950. This one-story broad-front bunldmg was erected to house an auto dealership
on a vacant lot at the northwest comer of lowa and 4" Street. The Roddewig and Schmidt Candy
Company Building formerly occupied the site. Railroad siding extending along the alley made the
site ideally suited for delivery of automobiles by rail. The Neu Building is constructed of two-toned,
tan-colored pressed brick that is laid in horizontal bands of lighter colored stretcher courses
separated by single, darker toned header rows. The double-width corner building has a broad
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stepped parapet. Wide display windows have been infilled across the front fagade and south end of
the east facade.

In summary, the buildings of the Crescent Warehouse Historic District can be described as a mix of
commercial and industrial structures built over approximately five decades from 1900 through 1950.
The buildings range from one to six stories in height and include wholesale warehouses, transfer
and storage warehouses, factories, a retail auto dealership, a railroad freight house, and one
apartment building. The factory buildings included a macaroni and cracker company, coffee
company, and several paper box manufacturers. Jobbers included grocery and produce
wholesalers, hardware wholesalers, electrical suppliers, coffee wholesalers, and printing suppliers.

8. Statement of Significance
Significant Dates (continued) 1911, 1915, 1933

Architect/Builder (continued)

Ebeling, Arthur
Temple, Burrows & McLane

General:

The Crescent Warehouse Historic District is locally significant under Criteria A and C for the
National Register based on its strong historical association with the commercial and industrial
development that occurred between 1900 and 1950 at the east end of Davenport’s central business
district. The multi-block area is located between the two “crescents” created by elevated track beds
of the former Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad as the main line passes through Davenport
and connects to the railroad yards. This period saw construction of new factories, warehouses, and
railroad buildings in the District at a time when Davenport was transitioning from a lumber-based
economy to a more diverse industrial and commercial base. Survival of an intact collection of multi-
story warehouses, factories, and railroad structures makes this historic district locally unique and
rare within the state of lowa.

Under Criterion A, the Crescent Warehouse Historic District derives significance under the National
Register themes of “Commerce,” “Industry,” and “Transportation.” The District contains an
important collection of historic resources associated with Davenport’s industrial and commercial
development from the turn of the 20" century through the post-World War Il period. This period
saw the elevation of the route of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad along the eastern
and northern edge of the central business district, a development that triggered construction of a
series of new factories, warehouses, and railroad buildings east of the downtown. The buildings
that survive in this section of land defined by the “crescent” curves of the Rock Island Railroad
comprise the only extant group of multi-story warehouse and factory buildings strongly associated
with establishment of this important railroad corridor through Davenport after the turn of the 20"
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century. The wholesaling businesses and manufacturing concerns also typify the general nature of
citywide commercial and industrial growth during this period.

The Crescent Warehouse Historic District also derives secondary significance under Criterion C
under the theme “Architecture.” The District contains well-preserved examples of commercial
archltectural styles and vernacular building forms that appeared in Davenport from the turn of the
20" century through World War I. Examples of the work of several important Davenport architects
including Clausen & Kruse and Arthur Ebeling have been identified to date. Taken together, the
District’s buildings serve as a significant collection of commercial and industrial buildings whose
importance derives from their utilitarian form and functionality as well as their design.

The Crescent Warehouse Historic District was not cited as a potential historic district in the
“Historical and Architectural Resources of Davenport, lowa (Part | and Part Il) MRA” prepared in
1979-1983. The passage of time and the completion of additional historical research regarding
Davenport's post 1900 commercial and industrial development has resulted in the identification of
this historic district. Several individual resources previously identified in the MRA and determined
eligible for the National Register are located within the District. They include the Chicago, Rock
Island and Pacific Railroad Freight Station (505 lowa Street) and the Chicago, Rock Island, and
Pacific Railroad Elevated Railroad Track (400 block Pershing Avenue to Harrison Street).

No significance is asserted under Criterion D or Criterion B, although several buildings have strong
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